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July 17, 2017 

 

Senator Jeanne Shaheen 

506 Hart Office Building 

Washington, D.C.  20510 

 

Senator Maggie Hassan 

330 Hart Office Building 

Washington, D.C.  20510 

 

Congesswoman Ann McLane Kuster 

137 Cannon House Office Building 

Washington, D.C.  20515 

 

Congresswoman Carol Shea-Porter 

1530 Longworth House Office Building 

Washington, D.C.  20515 

 

Reference:  Claremont request for blanket approval of Off Highway Recreational Vehicles on 

Transportation Enhancement-funded trails 

 

I recently received a copy of a letter from Ryan McNutt, the new City Manager of Claremont.  

He requested that rail trails funded by the Transportation Enhancement (TE) program be opened 

for use by Off Highway Recreational Vehicles (All Terrain Vehicle (ATV) and motorized trail 

bikes).  This would be a MAJOR change from existing policy and existing law. 

 

Having spent ten years exploring New Hampshire’s rail trails and writing two editions of the 

guide book New Hampshire Rail Trails, I have a fair amount of experience on the issues 

involved. 

 

Currently our TE-funded rail trails have multiple types of non-motorized users, plus snowmobile 

riders.  These uses include walking, bicycle riding, equestrian activity, and cross-country skiing.  

All can co-exist reasonably. 

 

However, ATV and trail bike usage is incompatible with the non-motorized uses just mentioned.  

Part of the problem is the noise they make and occasional frightening passes at high speed.  But 

an even bigger issue is that ATV’s and trail bikes dig up the trails, leaving extensive sandy 

stretches that prevent bicycling and can even make it difficult to walk. 

 

Here are a few examples: 

• Despite excellent effort by the Bureau of Trails to re-grade the Sugar River Rail Trail on 

which ATV’s are allowed, sand has built up to make bicycling very difficult. 



• The Farmington Rail Trail has been torn up by the off highway recreational vehicles 

(despite the illegality of that use).  Sandy stretches can make bicycling on that trail quite 

difficult. 

• The Freemont Branch of the Rockingham Recreational Trail has long stretches of sand 

that is 3-5 inches deep, making bicycling impossible without miles of tedious walking.  I 

had thought the sand was from railroad ballast, but have been told that the sand appeared 

from ATV use over the years. 

 

I recommend that you examine the Presidential Range Rail Trail at the Route 2 parking lot in 

Gorham.  The stretch from the parking lot east to the bridge over the Androscoggin River allows 

ATVs, and is a sandy, dusty, unpleasant experience.  The stretch from the parking lot west is in 

great shape, because off highway recreational vehicles are not allowed.  The contrast shows 

dramatically why I strongly recommend resisting the suggestions of the Claremont letter. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Charles F. Martin 

Author, New Hampshire Rail Trails 

 

cc: 

William Watson, Jr., Administrator, NHDOT Planning & Community Assistance 

Christopher Gamache, Chief, NH Bureau of Trails 

Christopher Douwes, FHWA Recreational Trails Program 

Patrick Bauer, NH FHWA Division Administrator 


